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Low Emission Strategies Programme

- Background to Low Emission Strategies

- Case Studies

- Regional Group Initiative

- Procurement Guidance

- Supplementary Planning Document Guidance

- Low Emission Toolkit

- Royal Town Planning Institute
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LEICESTER NBQ Low Emission Strategy

New Business Quarter



Regional Group Initiative

• Sub-National Group Initiative?

• Strengthening Planning Guidance eg SPD

• Integrating LES Principles into LTP3

• Developing EV Re-Charging Networks and 

standards, eg Plugged in Places and South 

Coast EV Charging Network

• Pioneering an overarching 

Low Emission Strategy for a City eg York

• Develop Low Emission Vehicle Infrastructure

and demonstrate Low Emission Vehicle 

Technology 

• Exploring the use of Procurement to Reduce Road Transport Emissions



Regional Group Initiative



Procurement Guidance

• Best Practice Guidance on the use of public sector procurement 

to reduce road transport emissions

• Working Group includes:

YPO, Leeds CC, Sheffield CC, Greenwich, Sefton, City, York, TfL & GLA

• Procurement Frameworks, Green Procurement Policies, Sustainable 

Tender Evaluation, Leasing Innovation, Forward Commitment, 

Full Life Cycle Costs etc

• Workshop 10th November, Wallbrook Wharf

• Draft Guidance end 2010

• Public Consultation 2011 



Supplementary Planning Guidance

• Updates the LES Planning Guidance (Defra 2010)

• Reinforces the Principles of Low Emission Strategy approach

• Low Emission Assessment Methodology (LEAM)

• Potential to integrate with BREEAM

• Low Emission Strategy Mitigation Options

• Low Emission Technology Availability & Applicability

• Suggested approach to Compensation Formula & Tariffs

• Consultation suggests widespread support

• Publish on website end October  



Low Emission Strategies: Using the Planning System to Reduce Transport Emissions (Defra 2010)



Low Emission Toolkit

• Defra AQ Grant and Greenwich s106 funds

• Contract with TTR, CERC and RPS

• Now finalising the ‘Beta Version’
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Aggregated Well to Wheels Analysis
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Define 
development

Review baseline 
emissions

Select planning 
measures

Compare 
scenarios
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Averages 

115gCO2e/km (2009) 

92gCO2e/km (2019)

Cost effective 

i MiEV 1.5 – 5.6p/km 

Std ICE 7 – 8 p/km

Lack of measurement 

resolution on short trips.

False gradient?



Underlying principles

• Transparent

– Base data and assumptions

– Calculations

• Flexible

– Custom vehicles and planning measures

– Access to and modification of default data

– Architecture – updates in data and functionality

• Promote action

– Not the silver bullet, but a ‘conversation starter’



Low Emission Strategies Programme

• Accelerate the Uptake of Cleaner Fuels & Technologies

• National Policy level

• Programme Board

• Communications Strategy www.lowemissionstrategies.org

• Peer Group

• Regional Groups:

- Leeds City Region (York)

- Liverpool City Region

- Sussex

• Local Transport Plans (LTP3), Planning & Procurement 

Strategies, Low Emission Vehicle Demonstration &

Electric Vehicle Charging Networks

• Champions!

http://www.lowemissionstrategies.org/

